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Maria Escolar, MD, is establishing 
the Program for the Study of  
Neurodevelopment in Rare Disorders, 
or NDRD, within the Division of  
Child Neurology. She is an associate 
professor of Pediatrics at the University  
of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. 
Dr. Escolar is broadly recognized for 

using state-of-the-art, comprehensive, multidisciplinary 
approaches and tools for evaluating the outcome of cord 
blood transplantation and other interventions. She has  
done groundbreaking work using qualitative and quantitative  
methods for determining the neurodevelopmental outcome 
of bone marrow transplantation for infants with rare  
neurodegenerative diseases, who come to her from all over 
the world for care. The NDRD is the only program of its 
kind in the country.

Individually and as a husband-and-wife team,  
Drs. Szabolcs and Escolar bring prestigious programs,  
exciting research and impressive National Institutes  
of Health (NIH) funding to Pittsburgh.

Paul Szabolcs, MD, is chief of the 
newly created Division of Blood and 
Marrow Transplantation and Cellular 
Therapies and professor of Pediatrics  
at the University of Pittsburgh School 
of Medicine. He will be working to 
expand our evidence-based use of  
blood and bone marrow transplantation 

and to develop cellular therapies for malignant and  
non-malignant diseases, including metabolic and chronic  
inflammatory diseases, and to carry out clinical and basic 
research that will lead to new discoveries for improved 
outcomes from cellular therapies. 

Drs. Szabolcs and Escolar  
Join Children’s Medical Staff
Husband and Wife team Will expand evidence-based use of blood and  
marroW transplantation WitH cellular tHerapies.

Class of 2015 Begins  
Pitt Med Journey
The University of Pittsburgh School  
of Medicine welcomed the incoming  
Class of 2015, the 125th incoming 
class at the School of Medicine,  
in the fall. The 148-member class  
was selected from a field of 5,003  
applicants and arrived with impressive 
credentials, including a collective  
mean undergraduate grade point  
average of 3.75.

The	School	of	Medicine	ranks	fifth	in		
terms	of	funding	from	the	National	Institutes		
of	Health	(NIH),	a	prestigious	positioning.		
The	most	recent	graduating	students	are		
testament	to	the	merits	of	the	School	of		
Medicine.	Of	the	140	graduates:
	 35	won	fellowships,	grants,	and	

national	awards
	 120	gave	national	presentations	

and	abstracts
	 As	a	whole	produced	approximately	

104	peer-reviewed	papers	and	abstracts

Considering	the	School	of	Medicine’s	most	
recently	graduated	Class	of	2011	had	an	average	
loan	debt	of	$142,681,	many	of	these	promising		
students	wouldn’t	be	at	the	School	without	
financial	support.	Scholarships	allow	our		
students	to	follow	professional	paths	based	on	
their	passions	and	not	financial	necessity.	

for those following in Your footsteps 
The	Children’s	Hospital	of	Pittsburgh	Foundation	
Pediatric	Residency	Scholarship	Program		
helps	defray	the	costs	that	students	incur	while	
pursuing	their	residency.	This	program	funds		
several	awards	in	the	amount	of	$15,000	to	
$20,000	for	exceptionally	talented	candidates	
who	choose	Children’s	Hospital	of	Pittsburgh		
of	UPMC	for	their	pediatric	residency	training	
experience.	Your	support	of	this	program	can	
help	ensure	that	Children’s	Hospital	continues		
to	train	the	best	and	the	brightest.	To	make	a		
gift,	please	return	the	enclosed	pledge	form		
or	visit	www.givetochildrens.org.

Fast Facts
Dr. szabolcs:
	 Earned	his	medical	degree	

at	Semmelweis	University	
School	of	Medicine	in		
Budapest,	Hungary

	 Trained	in	pediatrics	at	
NYU-Bellevue	Hospital	and		
in	pediatric	hematology/
oncology	at	Cornell		
University	Medical	College/
Memorial	Sloan-Kettering	
Cancer	Center	(MSKCC)

	 Pursued	further	training	
in	the	bone	marrow		
transplant	service	at	MSKCC	
and	basic	research	at	The	
Rockefeller	University
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IIt’s hard to believe that 2011 has come to a close —  
but what a year it was for Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh  
of UPMC. once again Children’s Hospital was one of  
11 pediatric hospitals in the United States named to the  
U.S. News & World Report’s Honor Roll of america’s 
“Best Children’s Hospitals” for 2011–2012. 

our commitment to research continues to flourish.  
Children’s has one of the fastest growing National Institutes  
of Health-funded pediatric research programs in the country.  
To put this in perspective, in 2001 our NIH funding was  
$7 million. Currently, our total NIH funding in the 2010  
calendar year was $33,933,294. 

as we celebrate these accomplishments, it’s important  
for us to pause to recognize the Children’s alumni family  
who are no longer with us. With sadness, I must inform  
you of the passing of Dr. Morey S. Moreland. Dr. Moreland  
was a tenured professor and highly respected member of  
the University of Pittsburgh orthopaedic faculty for over  
20 years. He held the inaugural William F. and Jean W.  
Donaldson Endowed Chair in Pediatric orthopaedic  
Surgery and served as executive vice chair for Research from 
2003 to 2009. Dr. Moreland was a treasured team member 
here; please turn to page 6 for more information on his  
contributions to pediatric care.

The annual Pittsburgh Spring 
Summit this May will build on 
last year’s success, but will take 
on a new format. New this year, 
alumni Day will be held on 
the morning of Thursday, May 
17, with the Spring Reception 
and Dinner held that evening 
at Phipps Conservatory and 
Botanical Gardens. Highlights 
for this year’s event are included 
on the back page of this issue. 
I am looking forward to this 
exciting event and seeing many of the Children’s alumni there. 
as we finalize the schedule of this year’s event, I ask that you 
please contact me with any ideas and questions you might have.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Bridges and learning more 
about the faculty and staff — some of whom are your former 
colleagues and mentors — who make Children’s so special.

Lee Beerman, MD 
Director, Pediatric Arrhythmia Program
President, Physician Alumni Association
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC

PRESIDENT’S Letter

Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC then and now

Inpatients
Patient	Days
Average	Length	of	Stay	(admitted	patients)	
Case	Mix		
Occupancy	Rates		
Emergency	Department	Visits	
Surgeries		
Outpatient	Encounters	(Hospital	&	Pediatric	Pediatric	Subspecialty)
NIH	Funding		
CHP	Employee	Turnover
Nursing	Turnover	
Open	Nursing	Positions
**In fact, Children’s Hospital has a waiting list to fill open nursing positions!

*2010 Calendar Year

18,899
76,646

5.60
1.57

86.26%
74,376
25,005

640,625
$33,933,294*

10.6%
6.8%	
18**

14,141
61,745

5.04
1.22

67.07%
50,290
13,130

232,712
$7,000,000

20%
24%
130

2001 2011
cHildren’s Hospital desiGn of a decade
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david H. perlmutter, md,	physician-in-chief	
and	scientific	director	at	Children’s	Hospital		
of	Pittsburgh	of	UPMC	and	the		
Vira	I.	Heinz	Professor	and	Chair	
of	the	Department	of	Pediatrics	
at	the	University	of	Pittsburgh	
School	of	Medicine,	received	the	
2011	Shwachman	Award	from	
the	North	American	Society	for	Pediatric		
Gastroenterology,	Hepatology,	and	Nutrition	
(NASPGHAN).	This	award	is	given	annually		
to	an	individual	who	has	made	major,	lifelong	
scientific	or	educational	contributions	to	the		
field	of	pediatric	gastroenterology,	hepatology,		
or	nutrition	in	North	America.

lee beerman, md,	was	recognized	at	the	
American	Heart	Association	Research	Reception	
with	the	2012	Peter	J.	Safar	Pulse	of	Pittsburgh	
Award.	The	Safar	award	recognizes	outstanding	
leadership	in	the	fight	against	heart	attack		
and	stroke.

The division of pediatric emergency 
medicine at children’s Hospital of pittsburgh 
of upmc	has	received	a	grant	that	will	support	
its	participation	in	the	Pediatric		
Emergency	Care	Applied		
Research	Network	(PECARN).		
Children’s	Hospital	is	one	of	only	18	pediatric	
emergency	departments	in	the	country	to	be	
selected	as	part	of	the	research	network.

benjamin G. miller, md,	Assistant	Professor	of	
Pediatrics	was	awarded	the	Clerkship	Preceptor		
of	the	Year	Award,	which	recognizes	faculty		
preceptors	who	consistently	provide	outstanding		
clinical	instruction	in	the	clerkship	setting	for	
University	of	Pittsburgh	School	of	Medicine		
medical	students.

Jennifer elster, md,	a	hematology/oncology	
fellow	at	Children’s	has	been	awarded	a		
research	grant	from	the	St.	Baldrick’s	Foundation,	
a	nonprofit	organization	dedicated	to	raising	
money	for	childhood	cancer	research.	Dr.	Elster	
is	one	of	13	new	St.	Baldrick’s	fellows	nationwide	
this	year.

Jon Watchko, md,	was	recently	recognized	
as	the	2011	Medical	Honoree	by	the	March		
of	Dimes	at	their	Signature	Chef’s	Auction		
of	Pittsburgh.	Recipients	are	honored	in		
appreciation	of	research	and	clinical	work		

over	the	past	25	years	to	enhance	the	care		
and	outcomes	of	newborns.	Dr.	Watchko	is		
a	member	of	the	UPMC	Newborn	Medicine		
Program	at	Magee-Womens	Hospital.	He	is		
also	a	professor	of	pediatrics	and	of	obstetrics,	
gynecology	and	reproductive	sciences	at	the	
University	of	Pittsburgh	School	of	Medicine		
and	a	senior	scientist	at	the	Magee-Womens	
Research	Institute.

Gary silverman, md, phd,	Chief	of	the	
Division	of	Newborn	Medicine	at	Children’s		
and	Magee-Womens	Hospital	of	UPMC,	has		
been	awarded	the	Distinguished	Service		
Award	from	his	alma	mater	Washington	&		
Jefferson	College	(W&J).	The	Distinguished	
Service	Award	recognizes	alumni	or	friends	of	

W&J	who	have	distinguished	themselves	through	
unparalleled	loyalty	and	service	to	the	college.	

edward m. barksdale Jr., md	was	named	
surgeon-in-chief	at	University	Hospital		
Rainbow	Babies	&	Children’s	Hospital.		
Dr.	Barksdale	joined	University	Hospitals	in		
2007.	He	was	a	member	of	Children’s	and		
faculty	of	University	of	Pittsburgh	School	of		
Medicine	from	1994	to	2007.

James J. campbell, md, faap	is	the	
recipient	of	the	2011	AAP	Native	American		
Child	Health	Advocacy	Award.	Dr.	Campbell	
entered	the	Indian	Health	Services	as	a		
commission	officer	in	1978	following	his		
pediatric	internship	and	residency	at	Children’s.

Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC has completed the  
Journey to Magnet document as of october 2011, submitting complete  
documentation to the american Nurses Credentialing Center (aNCC). Magnet is  
the highest honor an organization can achieve for excellence in nursing. 

This two-year journey began in March of 2010 when Children’s Hospital’s application 
was accepted by the aNCC. From there, Children’s had 24 months to collect data on 88 
sources of evidence. The original deadline for document submission was april of 2012, 
but thanks to the help of many dedicated employees and faculty, the submission was able 
to be moved up to october 1, 2011.

The Magnet documentation is truly a sight to see, with 2,241 total pages that  
outline how effectively Children’s Hospital meets a set of criteria measuring our  
state of excellence through:

• leadership
• Empowerment
• Professional Practice
• New knowledge, and

This journey would not have been possible without the expertise, hard work and  
dedication of our entire hospital staff. Children’s expects to hear back from the aNCC  
in early 2012 regarding our document being accepted. once our document is accepted, 
we will then be granted a site visit.

Journey to Magnet

Heather  ambrose and diane Hupp with the Journey to magnet  
countdown clock.

• outcomes including quality, 
safety, nurse and patient  
satisfaction compared to national 
benchmarks.
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ELEVEN children’s Hospitals were named 
to the U.S. News and World Report’s 
Honor roll of america’s “best children’s  
Hospitals” for 2011–2012:
	 Children’s	Hospital	Boston	
	 Children’s	Hospital	of	Philadelphia	
	 Cincinnati	Children’s	Hospital	Medical	Center	
	 Texas	Children’s	Hospital,	Houston	
	 Children’s	Hospital	

Colorado,	Denver	
	 Johns	Hopkins	Children’s	

Center,	Baltimore	
	 Seattle	Children’s	Hospital	
	 Children’s	Hospital	

Los	Angeles	
	 children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMc	
	 New	York-Presbyterian	Morgan	Stanley-

Komansky	Children’s	Hospital	
	 St.	Louis	Children’s	Hospital-Washington	

University	

only THREE were named 
to the U.S. News and World 
Report’s Honor roll of 
america’s “best children’s 
Hospitals” for 2011–2012 
and named a top Hospital in 2010 by the  
leapfrog Group, an independent patient 
safety organization:
	 children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMc
	 Children’s	Hospital	Boston
	 Children’s	Hospital	Los	Angeles

only TWO were named to the U.S. News 
and World Report’s Honor roll of america’s 
“best children’s Hospitals” for 2011–2012,  
a top Hospital by leapfrog and achieved  
stage 7 recognition from Himss analytics:
	 children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMc
	 Children’s	Hospital	Boston

Did You Know…

NotablE NUMErIcs at tHE UNIVErsItY oF PIttsbUrgH scHool oF MEDIcINE

Source:  University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine

The	number	of	MDs		
the	School	of	Medicine		
has	minted	in	its	125	years.

10,671

The	School	of	Medicine		
now	has	more	than		

2,000  
regular	faculty	members		
(38	percent	of	whom	are		
women),	plus	an	additional		

2,098  
volunteer	faculty.

Men	made	up	
the	first	faculty	

of	the	medical	college.	

22

Number	of	recipients	of		
the	Presidential	Early	Career	
Award	for	Scientists	and		
Engineers	that	the	School	of	
Medicine	can	count	among	
its	ranks.	

The	award,	started	by		
President	Bill	Clinton	in	1996,	
is	the	government’s	highest	
honor	for	young	scientists.

4 Children	visited	Children’s		
Hospital	as	outpatients	in	1896.

Children	were	admitted,	mostly	
“foundlings”	left	on	its	doorstep.

298
213

The	Department	
of	Psychiatry		
ranking	in		
NIH	funding	
among	all	such		
departments	
since	1987.

1

Internationally  
Renowned  
Expert in Ophthalmic  
Surgery Comes to  
Children’s Hospital  
of Pittsburgh of UPMC 
and the UPMC  
Eye Center
Children’s Hospital  
of Pittsburgh of  
UPMC is pleased to  
welcome Ken Nischal,  
MD, FRCophth, a  
pioneer in ophthalmic  
surgery, as the new  
chief of the Division of  
Pediatric ophthalmology 
 and UPMC Eye Center. 

Under Dr. Nischals’ leadership and 
guidance, physicians in the Division  
of Pediatric ophthalmology, as part of  
the UPMC Eye Center, will provide 
examination, diagnosis, and medical  
and surgical treatment of ocular, eye 
movement, and vision system disorders  
in neonates, infants, and children.

Dr. Nischal comes to Pittsburgh  
from Great ormond Street Hospital  
for Children in london, where he was 
a consultant ophthalmic surgeon. He 
has over 20 years of experience in the 
field and his expertise is internationally 
renowned. He is viewed as one of the 
world’s foremost children’s eye specialists. 

“as the new division chief, I look  
forward to expanding world-class  
ophthalmology care and cutting-edge 
pediatric research at Children’s Hospital,” 
said Nischal. “We will continue to  
strategically develop new and innovative 
ways to provide the finest vision and  
eye care for our pediatric patients.” 

For more information about  
Dr. Nischal and the Division of  
Pediatric ophthalmology, please  
visit www.chp.edu.
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Dr. Nina F. schor is chair of the Department of 
Pediatrics, professor in the Department of Pediatrics  
and Department of Neurobiology and anatomy 
at the University of Rochester Medical Center. 
She graduated from yale University with a degree 
in Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry and a 
Scholar of the House in Chemistry Research in  
1975. She received her PhD in Medical Biochemistry 
from Rockefeller University in 1980 and her MD 
from Cornell University Medical College in 1981.

Dr. Schor pursued residency training in  
Pediatrics at Boston Children’s Hospital and  
Child Neurology at the longwood area-Harvard  
Neurology Program. During residency, she also  
pursued a postdoctoral fellowship funded by the 
Cancer Research Foundation in the laboratory of  
Dr. Manfred Karnofsky at Harvard. 

For the next 20 years, Dr. Schor rose through  
the academic and administrative ranks at the  
University of Pittsburgh, ultimately becoming the Carol ann Craumer Professor  
of Pediatric Research, chief of the Division of Child Neurology in the Department of  
Pediatrics, and associate dean for Medical Student Research at the medical school.  
Her University of Pittsburgh service has included serving as chair of the Institutional 
Review Board and animal Care and Use Committee of Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
of UPMC, director of the Integrated Case Studies and Medical Decision Making course  
of the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, chair of the Provost’s advisory  
Committee on Instructional Excellence at the University of Pittsburgh, and a member  
of the Search Committees for the Vice Chancellor of the Health Sciences and the  
Chancellor of the University of Pittsburgh, respectively.

Q: What have you done in your time after university of pittsburgh and children’s Hospital?
NS: Mostly, I have been chair of the Department of Pediatrics and Pediatrician-in-
Chief of Golisano Children’s Hospital at the University of Rochester Medical Center.  
I have most enjoyed helping faculty and trainees develop their careers and growing  
the department in a way that is mindful of the needs of our community and of the  
opportunities in basic, clinical, and translational research. I have also proudly watched  
my eldest graduate from Sarah lawrence College and my two youngest become  
students at Caltech.

Q: What do you remember best about your time at children’s?
NS: The sheer joy of making a research enterprise out of a 300-square-foot, 
tweed-carpeted room without distilled water, and the support and encouragement  
of my colleagues in Child Neurology and many other departments and centers  
of the University of Pittsburgh.

Q: What do you consider your greatest accomplishment?
NS: launching and fostering the careers of those I have had the honor and privilege 
of mentoring

Q: What was your favorite part of pittsburgh and why?
NS: If you mean geographically, that would have to be Squirrel Hill, because it is a 
“walking neighborhood”, with lots of interesting establishments and homes within  
walking distance and lots of opportunities to meet friends while walking from place  
to place.

Catching Up With Dr. schor

a roUND oF aPPlaUsE For PItt
The	University	of	Pittsburgh	was	ranked	among	
the	top	U.S.	research	universities,	according		
to	the	2010	report	of	the	Center	for	Measuring	
University	Performance	(the	Center).	The	Center	
considers	the	most	recent	publicly	available	data	
in	preparing	its	report	entitled,	The Top American 
Research Universities: 2010 Annual Report,	which	
includes	nine	separate	measures	related	to	
financial	support,	faculty,	or	students.	The	report	
also	includes	the	insights	of	the	Center’s	advisory	
board	and	the	recommendations	of	colleagues	
throughout	the	country.	Among	the	nine		
measures,	Pitt	was	ranked:
	 no. 12 in federal research dollars
 no. 12 in postdoctoral appointees
 no. 13 in faculty awards, and
	 no. 16 in total research dollars

Pitt	was	also	recognized	for	the	second		
consecutive	year	as	a	top	producer	of	Fulbright	
U.S.	student	program	grant	winners	among	
research	universities.	With	regard	to	Fulbright	
grants,	Pitt:
	 ranks 7th among u.s. public 

research universities
	 ranks 17th among all u.s. 

research universities
	 Has nine undergraduate and 

five graduate student recipients  
of fulbrights

	 ranks among the top two u.s. 
research institutions in the percentage  
of winners, with 37 percent of applicants  
receiving awards
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Morey S. Moreland, MD, the William F. and Jean Donaldson Professor of Pediatric 
orthopaedics, passed away the morning of oct. 2, 2011 after a courageous battle with 

leukemia. an outstanding surgeon, teacher, mentor, scientist, and 
compassionate human being, Dr. Moreland was recruited to the  
University of Pittsburgh in September 1989 and served for nine years 
as chief of Pediatric orthopaedics in the Department of orthopaedic 
Surgery. a tenured professor and highly respected member of the 
University of Pittsburgh orthopaedic faculty for over 20 years,  
Dr. Moreland held the inaugural William F. and Jean W. Donaldson  
Endowed Chair in Pediatric orthopaedic Surgery and served as 
executive vice chair for Research from 2003 to 2009. In this capacity,  

the collaborative efforts between clinicians and scientists were brought to the highest 
level. Most recently Dr. Moreland served as the department’s senior vice chairman.  

Freddie Fu, chair of the Department of orthopaedic Surgery, remembered Moreland 
as “a fantastic faculty member” who wanted to do good things for the whole department, 
whether it was as a teacher, a surgeon, or a researcher. “He wanted to bring out the best  
in everybody.”

an expert on spinal deformities in children, he led pioneering investigations in the 
study of scoliosis as well as hip dysplasia. In addition to his long established career in 
research he was a distinguished member of the american orthopaedic association,  
Pediatric orthopaedic Society of North america, Scoliosis Research Society, president  
of the International Research Society for Spinal Deformity, and from 1999 to 2001  
president of the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh medical staff. 

Dr. Moreland was a long time member of CURE International, a nonprofit  
organization caring for the needs of children internationally. In San Pedro Sula,  
Honduras, Dr. Moreland and his wife volunteered their time and traveled to the  
CURE hospital once or twice a year. There, Dr. Moreland operated on hundreds  
of young patients and trained local doctors while bringing hope and healing to  
children with musculoskeletal disabilities.  

Dr. Moreland is survived by his wife, Marilyn, and one daughter, Michelle Moreland,  
of Santa Fe. our deepest condolences to his family and many friends and colleagues.

Kolls to Direct Institute 
for Pediatric Research
Jay Kolls, MD, returned to Pittsburgh 
full-time in September to take the helm  
of the Richard King Mellon Foundation  
Institute for Pediatric Research at Children’s  
Hospital of Pittsburgh of 
UPMC. He also will be 
vice chair for Translational 
Research in the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics at the 
University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine

Dr. Kolls’ own work has 
increased our understanding of how organs 
exposed to the outside environment, like the 
lung and GI tract, defend themselves from: 
invasion by bacteria, viruses, and fungi, thus 
improving our understanding of Crohn’s 
disease, inflammatory diseases of the liver, 
and immunodeficiencies that cause serious 
disease in children. 

Dr. Kolls holds three R01 awards (NIH 
Research Project Grants), an R37 MERIT 
award (the NIH Method to Extend Research 
in Time recognition), and has roles in several 
program projects and center grants. 

For more about the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation Institute for Pediatric Research, 
visit www.chp.edu/mellon.

In Memoriam   

UPMC	officials	have	unveiled	a	preliminary		
proposal	for	expanding	the	Oakland	campus.		

The	10-year	plan	which	has	yet	to	be	approved	
by	the	UPMC	board,	various	city	planning		
departments	and	City	Council,	includes:
•	 Raze	the	remaining	building	of	the	Oakland	

Children’s	Hospital	and	build	a	12-story		
in-patient	care	facility	on	the	DeSoto	Street/
Fifth	Avenue	site

•	 Build	a	four-story	mixed-use	building	on	top	
of	the	Montefiore	parking	deck	at	Terrace		
and	Darragh	streets

Following	the	completion	of	these		
components,	the	remaining	Children’s	Oakland		
building	will	be	torn	down	and	a	new	facility		

will	be	put	in	its	place.	This	facility	will	be		
off-set	from	the	street	to	preserve	green	space	
and	will	be	primarily	for	nursing	and	patient	
beds	and	in-patient	care.

UPMC	will	also	commission	a	traffic		
and	parking	study	as	part	of	this	plan	to		
address	transportation	across	the	UMPC		
Oakland	campus.

UPMc UNVEIls PrElIMINarY PlaNs For oaklaND caMPUs

MorEY s. MorElaND, MD  I  March 3, 1929–October 2, 2011

The	davinci robot	
was	used	in	56		
cases	(Nov.	2010–	
Nov.	2011).	
Children’s	is	one		
of	three	children’s	hospitals	in	the	world		
that	utilizes	the	technology	of	the	HD		
dual-console	model.	

CHPfact
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robert Mcgregor, MD, is a 
professor and interim chair of  
the Department of Pediatrics  
at Drexel University College  
of Medicine and physician  
in chief of St. Christopher’s  
Hospital for Children. Dr.  
McGregor joined the Drexel  
University College of Medicine  
as an associate professor of 
pediatrics in 1997. He became  
a professor of pediatrics in 2006  
and was appointed vice chair  
of the Department of Pediatrics  
in 2010. He is an attending  
physician and the director of  
the Pediatric Residency Program at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children. He has been  
named among the top doctors for children by New Jersey Magazine and Best Doctors 
in america. 

Dr. McGregor received his medical degree from Pennsylvania State University  
College of Medicine at Hershey and completed his residency and chief residency with  
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC.

Q: Who were your mentors while you were at children’s?  
RM: Dr. Tim “TKo” oliver was my most influential mentor. Basil Zitelli and my 
chief residents Hal altman and andrew Urbach were also very influential and are still  
my mentors.

Q: What have you done in your time after children’s? 
RM: after a year in private practice with Dick lantz, I returned to the faculty at Pitt with 
the Diagnostic Referral Service. after three years, I took diagnostic medicine to Geisinger 
Medical Center and got more involved in resident education. Six years later I joined my 
former partner from Children’s Hospital, Jeff Malatack, at St. Christopher’s Hospital for 
Children. There I became the director of the pediatric residency program and moved up 
the ranks. I recently took over as Drexel University College of Medicine interim chair and 
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children pediatrician-in-chief. I have been involved with a 
not for profit Partners for Pediatric Progress which has given me opportunities to work in 
Mozambique, africa and Iquitos, Peru working on sustainable medical education programs.  

Q: What do you consider your greatest accomplishment?  
RM: Personally, I have a wonderful family. My wife Sharon, also a Children’s alumna, and 
I have been together for 31 years. our oldest, ali, is a third year medical student, and  
our youngest, abby, is doing a post-bac to attend nursing school to be a nurse anesthetist. 
Professionally, leading the association of Pediatric Program Directors as their president 
allowed me to influence the landscape of pediatric graduate medical education.

Q: What do you remember best about your time at children’s?  
RM: Dr. oliver’s morning report, which made the need to “take ownership” of patient 
care clear to me as a resident and that my clinical decision making needed to be grounded  
in the literature. I would never arrive without having reviewed the actual CBC smear  
and performed my own urinalysis on each of my patients (pre-ClEa). It could be pretty 
intimidating but there were always cookies as a reward. Children’s made me feel challenged 
yet supported. It was a tremendous period of professional growth for which I will always  
be grateful. 

Catching Up With Dr. Mcgregor

Pittsburgh an International 
“Must See” Destination
Nestled	among	destinations	such	as	Croatia,		
Thailand,	and	Iceland	is	the	city	of	Pittsburgh	in	
the	newest	edition	of	the	World’s	Top	20	Places	
to	Visit	in	2012	as	ranked	by	National Geographic 
Traveler	magazine.	The	magazine	described	
Pittsburgh	as	a	natural	setting	that	rivals	Lisbon	
and	San	Francisco	with	a	wealth	of	fine	art	and	
architecture	and	a	quirky	sense	of	humor.	This	
esteemed	ranking	is	one	of	several	compliments	
the	city	has	received	over	the	last	12	months,	
including	recognition	as	the	nation’s	Most	Livable	
City	in	2011.

UPMc to bUIlD $300 MIllIoN  
cENtEr For INNoVatIVE scIENcE
UPMC	announced	that	it	will	invest	nearly		
$300	million	to	create	the	Center	for	Innovative	
Science,	a	research	facility	that	aims	to		
revolutionize	the	way	treatments	are	designed	
for	individual	patients.	The	Center	for	Innovative	
Science	will:
•	 Focus	on	personalized	medicine	and	the	

biology	of	cancer	and	aging,	with	the	goal	of	
developing	new	understandings	of	disease	
to	improve	patient	outcomes	while	reducing	
over-diagnosis	and	unnecessary	treatments;

•	 Bring	together	leading	scientists	willing	to	
develop	bold,	new	approaches	to	under-
standing	complex	diseases;

•	 Position	UPMC	to	become	a	national	model	
for	research	innovation,	thanks	to	a	large	
population	of	patients	and	the	significant	
investments	already	made	in	gathering	and	
analyzing	huge	volumes	of	complex	data.

This	state-of-the-art,	350,000-square-foot		
center	will	support	375	new	scientific	and	
administrative	jobs.	Construction	is	scheduled		
to	be	completed	in	2014.

Dr. McGregor and his wife, Sharon McGregor, MD, on a Safari in South 
Africa en route to do educational outreach in Maputo, Mozambique.
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PITTSBURGH SPRING SUMMIT
aDDItIoNal sPEakErs
cHarlEs bErDE, MD, PHD 
Chief, Division of Pain Medicine,  
Children’s Hospital Boston  
Inaugural Robert M. Smith Lecture 
in Anesthesiology

gWENDolYN b. o’kEEFFE, MD, FaaP
CEO, Pediatrics Now 
Lee W. Bass, MD, Community  
Pediatrics Lecture

garY FlEIsHEr, MD
Pediatrician-in-Chief
Chair, Department of Medicine,  
Children’s Hospital Boston
Howard A. Mermelstein, MD,  
Memorial Lecture
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The	PIttsbUrgH sPrINg sUMMIt	will	be	held	from	
thursday, may 17 through saturday, may 19, 2012.

This	year’s	event	will	feature	some	exciting	changes,	including:
•	 Alumni	Day	will	be	held	on	Thursday	morning
•	 The	Spring	Reception	and	Dinner	will	be	held	on	Thursday,	May	17	at	

Phipps	Conservatory	and	Botanical	Gardens
•	 The	Three	Rivers	Pediatric	Update	Continuing	Medical	Education	(CME)	

series	of	courses	will	be	offered	from	the	afternoon	of	Thursday,	May	17		
through	Saturday	morning,	May	19.

John nance, Jd,	internationally	recognized	safety	expert	and	author	of	
“Why	Hospitals	Should	Fly,”	will	be	the	Wiener	Lecture	speaker.	A	dynamic		
and	deeply	dedicated	member	of	the	medical	community,	Mr.	Nance		
brings	a	rich	diversity	of	professional	training	and	background	to	the	quest		
of	patient	safety	and	medical	practice	improvement.	

Save the Date: May 17–19, 2012


