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photographs, memorabilia, or other  
artifacts — that we could keep for the  
collection, or borrow to photograph,  
scan, or otherwise document.”

If you have any items you would like to 
donate or lend to the collection, or if you 
would like to give an oral history, please 
contact Kate Lindholm at 412-692-6288  
or kathleen.lindholm@chp.edu. 

Children’s MediCal PhotograPher  
Contributes to arChive
You may not recognize  
his name, but you  
have undoubtedly  
seen his work. 

Norman Rabinovitz 
began his career as a 
medical photographer  
at Children’s Hospital  
of Pittsburgh of UPMC in 1963, and left 
38 years later as the director of medical 
photography. His daily assignments ran  
the gamut from physician portraits to  
surgical procedures; hospitalized children  
to medical equipment; professional journals 
to annual reports. 

Mr. Rabinovitz, now 76, came to work  
at Children’s after a one-year “residency”  
in medical photography at Allegheny  
General Hospital. In those days, medical 
photography was in its infancy, and  
Children’s own medical photography 

department had been started only a  
year earlier by noted Pittsburgh pediatric 
pathologist Frank Sherman, MD. 

Over his tenure at Children’s Hospital, 
Mr. Rabinovitz knew and photographed 
nearly all of the Pittsburgh pediatric  
medical staff  who had made news nation-
wide with medical breakthroughs in the 
hospital’s early days, including pediatric 
surgeon William K. Sieber, MD, and  
orthopaedic surgeon Albert B. Ferguson Jr.,  
MD. In addition to photos he shot on 
assignment at the hospital, he also had 
thousands of his own personal images, 
which he shot with his personal Leica  
camera that he carried everywhere he went. 

Some of the images he shot on his 
personal camera at Children’s will be part 
of the Children’s Hospital archive project. 
Unfortunately, thousands of the images  
and negatives Mr. Rabinovitz had shot in 
the early days of his career at Children’s 
were lost — unceremoniously discarded  
in a dumpster under the directive of a 
department head in the early 1980s. 

 Although a tragic fate for much of  
Mr. Rabinovitz’s own professional work,  
as well as the visual record of Children’s 
Hospital’s early history, the massive  
destruction of files led to a remarkable  
story of dumpster diving that saved a  
particularly historic set  

T
Recreating History: Children’s Begins Archive Project 
The Marketing and Communications  
Department at Children’s Hospital  
of Pittsburgh of UPMC has begun  
an ambitious effort to collect  
photographs, films, documents, 
memorabilia, and oral histories of  
the hospital’s early years as part  
of an archiving project. 

A University of Pittsburgh graduate  
student with an interest in archiving will  
be going through dozens of boxes and  
organizing and cataloging items as part  
of the Pitt Partners Program, an outreach 
arm of the Library and Information  
Sciences Program. The student, who  
is pursuing a master’s of Library and  
Information Sciences degree, will work  
on the project three days a week for  
three terms beginning in September.

“We are especially interested in record-
ing the oral histories of early Children’s  
doctors and other staff members, or their 
spouses, to document and preserve their 
stories,” says Kate Lindholm, manager  
of Clinical Marketing, who is helping to  
oversee the project. “We would also like  
to receive donations of items — including  

continued on last page

Norman Rabinovitz
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I numberas. We are honored to be 
able to work with such bright, 
interesting, and well-qualified 
residents, and want to welcome 
the new class to Children’s. We 
also send our best wishes to our 
graduating physicians. To the 
many graduates who are staying 
on in Pittsburgh to continue their 
careers, we welcome you now as 
peers and fellow alumni. 

We hope you will enjoy reading about some of the other  
alumni — both present and past — who continue to excel both 
personally and professionally, as well as some of the things  
happening throughout the UPMC system and in Pittsburgh. I  
look forward to sharing more of this exciting news in upcoming 
issues of Bridges. 

Sincerely,
lee beerman, Md 
Director, Electrophysiology Services 
Director, Pediatric Arrhythmia Program 
President, Physician Alumni Association 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC

I’m pleased to welcome you to this issue of Bridges as my first  
official task in my new role as president of the Physician Alumni  
Association of Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC. 
Although this is my second time in this position, I am excited about  
the future of this organization and eager to assume the responsi-
bilities as the president. I’d like to thank George Mazeriegos, MD, 
for his outstanding leadership at the helm over the previous term. 
I intend to follow his example by continuing many of the traditions 
of the organization, and initiating some new ones.

It is with sadness that I also must inform you of the passing  
of two of our alumni family, one of whom was an active physician  
at Children’s, and one who had retired. Dr. Bernie Michaels, MD, 
a leader and respected member of the Pittsburgh pediatric  
community and Children’s Hospital for more than 60 years,  
passed away in July. Lisa Vecchione, DMD, MDS, the director  
of orthodontics at our Cleft-Craniofacial Center, died in an  
automobile accident in August. Both were accomplished  
professionals with many friends and colleagues here at Children’s 
and both are being remembered with educational recognitions —  
a scholarship and a lectureship — which you may wish to support. 
Details are on page 11 of this newsletter.

Also in this issue is an article on Children’s Pediatric Residency 
Program. Each year, we are delighted by the number of  
outstanding applications we continue to receive, in ever-increasing 

Immunology  
Expert Defends  
Vaccine Safety 
A former Children’s hospitAl  
pediatric resident who helped develop  
the vaccine for rotovirus has found his  
life’s work at the center of the controversy 
over the belief that there is a link between 
vaccines and autism. 

paul A. offit, md, a pediatric resident  
at Children’s in the late ’70s and now  
head of the division of infectious diseases  
at Children’s hospital of philadelphia,  
helped invent rotateq®, a vaccine that was 
recommended by the World health  
organization to protect children against  

the deadly infection that contributes to  
more than 500,000 deaths worldwide  
each year. 

A world-renowned expert on virology  
and immunology, dr. offit 
spent more than 25 years 
developing the vaccine,  
yet his work has come  
under fire by activist  
groups who cite data  
taken out of context to 
accuse physicians and  
pharmaceutical companies of concealing 
potentially harmful effects associated with 
vaccines. Although epidemiological and  
other scientific studies have disproved these 
accusations, many parents have refused to 
have their children immunized. 

Although U.s courts ruled against the 
claims linking autism with vaccines, many 
vaccine opponents were not persuaded  
and took to the talk shows and hollywood 
friends, such as actress Jenny mcCarthy,  
to promulgate their accusations. 

dr. offit’s most recent book, Deadly 
Choices: How the Anti-Vaccine Movement 
Threatens Us All, released in december 
2010, follows the anti-vaccine movement 
and exposes the lack of science underlying 
their claims. Citing the pertussis outbreak 
in California this year, from which 10 babies 
died and another 9,000 were infected, dr. 
offit writes, “We’ve reached a tipping point. 
Children are suffering and dying because  
their parents are more frightened by vaccines 
than by the diseases they prevent.”

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
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C
Quality of Pediatric Residency Applicants 
Grows More Competitive Each Year
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh  
of UPMC has once again had  
a successful pediatric resident  
recruitment season, with 35  
excellent new physicians making  
up the 2011 class of interns. The  
pediatric residency program received 
more than 1,000 domestic and  
international applications, which led  
to 280 interviews to fill 35 spots.

All of the applicants interviewed were 
among the top achievers at their medical 
schools, according to Dena Hofkosh, MD, 
director of the pediatric residency program. 
They also had excellent letters of recom-
mendation, high scores on standardized 
tests, and exhibited a wide variety of outside 
activities, including service, volunteerism, 
advocacy, and creative research interests. 

Choosing the right candidates to  
interview is more complex than simply 
looking at medical school grade point  
averages, says Dr. Hofkosh. “We want  
residents who have life experiences that 
have prepared them for being pediatricians,”  
she says. “We look for candidates who  
are genuine, confident, self-aware, and 
mature. We also look for people who have 
healthy stress management techniques 
already in place, because Children’s is  
such an intense clinical environment.  
We want them to be able to admit that 
there are limits to what they know —  
that they don’t know everything — so  
they have a willingness to ask for help  
and work effectively on teams.” 

Key among the important things the 
selection committee looks for are good 
communication skills, she says. “Because  
the Accreditation Council of Graduate 
Medical Education imposes duty-hour 
restrictions on residents, the hand-over  
of care from one physician team to another 
is critical. We use the day team/night 
team format and teach the residents about 
effective and efficient sign out so that the 
hand-over goes smoothly. It’s essential that 
each team trusts the next team and works 

together to ensure the safe transfer of their 
patients’ care.”

Dr. Hofkosh feels that the pool of  
applicants has grown more competitive 
every year, thanks largely to the outstanding  
faculty that David H. Perlmutter, MD, 
Chair of the Department of Pediatrics,  
has assembled over the last 10 years. “Dr.  
Perlmutter has recruited many extraordi-
nary physician-scientists, clinicians, and 

educators who truly want to work with 
outstanding residents and fellows, to help 
mentor the doctors of tomorrow.”

Over the last decade, the size of the  
residency program has almost doubled, as 
the number and quality of the applicants 
has continued to climb. “We receive such 
fantastic applicants because they want  
to work with our wonderful faculty and 
because we have such a high volume of 
patients with great diversity  in every  
subspecialty of pediatrics,” Dr. Hofkosh 
says. “Residents see every aspect of  
pediatrics from the most routine to the 
most severe or rare, so they learn to  
take care of children with the full range  
of pediatric illnesses by the time they’ve  
finished their residencies.”  

The collection of individuals that  
makes up each class always seems to bond 
quickly as a team, which is important in 
pediatrics. “All UPMC residents are well-
qualified, hardworking, and dedicated — 
but Children’s pediatric residents also  
seem to possess personality traits, such as 
resiliency, warmth, self awareness, and a 
sense of humor, that make them uniquely 
skilled in working with children and  
families,” she adds. continued on next page

Pediatric Residency 
Scholarship Program
the Children’s hospital of pittsburgh 
foundation last year established a  
pediatric residency scholarship open 
to all residency applicants to help  
ease some of the financial burden 
associated with preparing for a career 
in pediatric medicine. the scholarship 
was awarded to two exceptionally  
talented candidates who chose 
Children’s hospital for their pediatric 
residency training experience, based 
on their accomplishments as judged by 
the residency selection Committee. 
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Quality of Pediatric Residency Applicants Grows More Competitive Each Year continued from page 3

      
NAME FELLowSHIP/NEw PoSITIoN

rachel Armentrout, md fellow, neonatology, UpmC

megan Barnhart, md Chief resident - Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC

Beth Bennett, md south hills pediatric Associates, pittsburgh, pA

Josh Blatter, md fellow, pulmonology, Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

Allison Bonow, md fellow, infectious disease, UpmC

ryan Callahan, md fellow, Cardiology, Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

sarah Chagnon, md Child neurology/neurodevelopmental disabililities, UpmC

Kristin dalope, md Behavioral health, UpmC

Annabelle de st maurice, md fellow,  infectious disease, Vanderbilt medical Center  
(Begin 2012)

noah diminick, md faculty, diagnostic referral service, Children’s hospital of 
pittsburgh of UpmC

John eisses, md fellow, Gastroenterology, Children’s hospital of pittsburgh 
of UpmC

dorothy fink, md fellow, endocrinology, Columbia University medical Center, 
new York, nY

michael freeman, md fellow, nephrology, Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

Andrea Garrod, md fellow, pulmonology, Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

ruchika Goel, md fellow, hematology/oncology, Johns hopkins medical 
Center (Begin 2012)

maya Goldin-perschbacher, md pediatrics south, pittsburgh, pA

marilyn Griffin, md Child psychiatry, Chicago, il

heideh husseinzadeh, md pedatric hospitalist, london, england

Veronica issac, md UpmC Acute Care, Wexford, pA

rebecca lietzow, md private pediatrics, iowa

Amanda little , md pediatrics south, pittsburgh, pA

lynn malec, md fellow, hematology/oncology, Children’s hospital of  
pittsburgh of UpmC

Andrew mcCormick, md faculty, diagnostic referral service, Children's hospital of 
pittsburgh of UpmC

Brook mchugh, md Chief resident - Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC

manal moustafa, md Child neurology, UpmC

Karin potoka, md fellow, neonatology, UpmC

pamela puthoor, md fellow, Gastroenterology, denver, Co

Ana radovic, md fellow, Adolescent medicine, Children’s hospital of  
pittsburgh of UpmC

Brandon reilly, md Chief resident - Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC

susie saunders, md pediatric Alliance northland, pittsburgh, pA

nicholas schey, md faculty, diagnostic referral service, Children’s hospital of 
pittsburgh of UpmC

sarah schroeder, md pediatric Alliance, fox Chapel, pittsburgh, pA

laura simon, md pediatric hospitalist, Children's hospital of philadelphia

stephanie sussman, md CCp - Waterdam pediatrics, mcmurray, pA

drew thodeson, md Child neurology, UpmC

Amanda Willingham, md CCp - Armstrong pediatrics

Jessica Wishnew, md fellow, hematology/oncology, duke medical Center

Jennifer Wolford, md faculty, Child Advocacy, Children’s hospital of  
pittsburgh of UpmC

esther Yue, md fellow, emercency medicine, portland, or

graduating residents 2010–11
NAME FELLowSHIP NEw PoSITIoN

romina Barral, md Adolescent Undetermined

Amanda Brown, md rheumatology Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
louisiana state University

nicole Cain, md Cardiology fellow, pediatric electrophysiology,  
medical University, south Carolina,  
Charleston, sC

Kerry Caperell, md emergency  
medicine

Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
University of louisville

misty Good, md neonatal/ 
perinatal

Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC

lokesh Guglani, md pulmonology Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Wayne state University, detroit, mi

nursen  
Gurtunca, md

endocrinology Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

shilpa Jain, md hematology/ 
oncology

instructor of pediatrics,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC

Karin Johnson, md neonatal/ 
perinatal

Clinical physician, pediatrix,  
elmira, nY

dale King, md Gastroenterology Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

Allyson larkin, md Allergy &  
immunology

Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

Greg owens, md Allergy &  
immunology

private practice, Vancouver Clinic,  
Vancouver, WA

Aarat patel, md rheumatology Adult rheumatology fellowship, UpmC

Christina  
patterson, md

Child neurology/ 
Clinical neurophysics

Clinical Assistant professor,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC

sheila ramos, md Child neurology private practice, Kids neuro Care,  
orlando, fl

Chitra rao, md Allergy &  
immunology

private practice, Advanced Allergy & 
Asthma Associates, Chicago, il

thomas  
reynolds, md

Child neurology Attending, maine medical partners,  
portland, me

melissa riley, md neonatal/ 
perinatal

Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of UpmC

darla shores, md Gastroenterology Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
loma linda University

steve  
snodgrass, md

pulmonology Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Greenville hospital system

terri stillwell, md infectious  
diseases

Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
University of michigan

Kristin stukus, md emergency  
medicine

Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
ohio state University

Kristen suhrie
harris, md

neonatal/perinatal Clinical Assistant professor of  
pediatrics, Children’s hospital of  
pittsburgh of UpmC

erika tress, md emergency  
medicine

Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Case Western University

Zachary  
turner, md

Cardiology major, medical Corps, pediatric  
Cardiologist, Brooke Army  
medical Center

randy  
Windreich, md

hematology/ 
oncology

Visiting Assistant professor of pediatrics,  
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC

graduating FelloWs 2010–11

2011 PediAtric dePArtment GrAduAtes
Congratulations to our 2011 graduates, both those moving on and those staying in pittsburgh! if you are in the same city as any of our grads, 
please take the time to contact them and make a physician Alumni Association connection.
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A
Anesthesiology Department’s Individual Gifts 
Add Up to the Power of Many  
After walking through the lobby  
of the new Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh of UPMC shortly after  
it opened in May 2008, Peter Davis, 
MD, anesthesiologist-in-chief at 
Children’s, noticed the lobby’s 
floor-to-ceiling donor board had few 
physicians’ names listed as major 
contributors. It was then that he  
had an epiphany about the power of  
many — namely, that even a small 
department like anesthesiology could 
make a significant financial impact  
if most or all of its members were  
willing to give.

That gift to the hospital also made a 
strong statement about the value of giving 
back. “Although over the years I had  
given money to Children’s, I had never  
considered giving money as a department  
— using the power of many,” Dr. Davis 
says. “I thought, ‘why couldn’t the depart-
ment of anesthesiology at Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh be listed as a donor 
on this wall?’”  

Soon after, Dr. Davis explained his 
motivation to his staff at a faculty meeting 
and presented his reasoning as to why he 
felt it was important and why they should 
participate. There was no pressure to give, 
just Dr. Davis’ passionate endorsement of 
supporting this effort.

“I believe strongly in the principle called 
the ‘future value of money,’ which says that 
any institution is only as good as its current 
reputation,” he says. “When you’ve been 
educated, trained, and employed by an 
institution, it is in your best interest to help 
maintain its value — so that your degree, 
program, or occupation retains its value, 

as well. And I also just felt it was the right 
thing to do.”

Dr. Davis said that the dollar amounts of  
the gifts weren’t the most important thing. 
“My goal really was more to get people  
to buy into the concept of giving back, and  
get them into the habit of giving,” he says.  
“I worked with the Children’s Hospital  
of Pittsburgh Foundation to set up a way  
for faculty to make donations on a monthly  
basis. That way, it’s less painful and becomes  
a regular habit. After a while, people get 
into the habit of giving — that’s exactly 
what philanthropy is.”

But getting people to give to the  
hospital is a challenge, especially young 
physicians who still carry a lot of debt  
from their medical educations. In addition 
to the faculty participation, Dr. Davis is 
also making special efforts to reach out to 
the roughly 135 former pediatric anesthe-
siology fellows who have come through 
the Children’s program over the last two 
decades to entice them to give. “Children’s 
was or will be the last place at which they’re 
educated, so I saw a pool of people who 

have a huge stake in keeping this institution  
strong and healthy.”

To give faculty and fellows an opportu-
nity to direct their contributions, physician 
donors are able to allocate their contributions  
to any of the more than 300 Foundation 
funds. Examples of these Foundation funds 
include the Children’s Hospital Free Care 
Fund, which helps needy patients and  
families; the anesthesiology research fund, 
which helps underwrite anesthesiology 
research programs at Children’s; the  
anesthesiology education fund, which  
covers fees for speakers; and the Joseph 
Marcy Fund, which helps current fellows 
defray costs and fees for conferences and 
other professional development activities. 

“When I walk into the lobby of the new 
Children’s Hospital and see listed there the 
Anesthesiology Department of Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC and all  
of the names of the individual anesthesia 
faculty who have contributed, it makes  
me tremendously proud that we are able  
and willing to give our time, money, and  
support to the hospital.”

miriam B. Anixter, md Laima Pauliukonis Bendel, md Lawrence Borland, md Barbara W.  
Brandom, md Lynn m. Broadman, md James G. cain, md Patrick m. callahan, md  
neal F. campbell, md Antonio cassara, md Franklyn P. cladis, md daniela damian, md Peter J.  
davis, md Fidan Genc, md James A. Greenberg, md edmund Jooste, md slava martyn, md  
Jerome Parness, md, Phd Aparna Phadke, md m. cristina roosen-marcos, md Victor L. 
scott, md igor semenov, md erica L. sivak, md doreen e. soliman, md robert c. stough, md  
tunga suresh, md Jay B. tuchman, md mihaela Visoiu, md charles i. Yang, md
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kudos!kudos!
uPMC naMed one oF 100 ‘Most Wired’  
and a Winner oF innovator aWard    
for the 13th consecutive year, UpmC has  
been named one of the 100 “most Wired” 
health systems in the country, the only  
organization to earn that distinction,  
according to Hospitals & Health Networks,  
the journal of the American hospital  
Association (AhA). 

UpmC also is one of the winners of the 
2011 most Wired innovator Award for its 
development of eVisits, a web-based system 
for providing secure “electronic house calls”  

to patients.  
this pioneering  
approach to 
health care is 

available to patients of most UpmC primary 
care physicians, and provides a safe, con-
venient, and cost-effective alternative to 

chiLdren’s PhYsiciAn-scientist AWArded endoWed chAir   
toni darville, md, chief of the division of infectious diseases at Children’s hospital of 
pittsburgh of UpmC, was awarded the Carol Ann Craumer endowed Chair for pediatric 
research in an installation ceremony on July 25. the Carol Ann Craumer endowed Chair 
for pediatric research was established in 1998 to recognize outstanding leaders in pediatric 
research and to provide resources for research innovations that could directly influence 
medical care for children.

dr. darville, professor of pediatrics and immunology, University of pittsburgh school of 
medicine, is one of the world’s leading researchers on the immunological mechanisms for 
damage to the female reproductive tract caused by Chlamydia trachomatis. Chlamydia, the 
most frequently reported sexually transmitted disease in the United states and a major 
global public health issue, causes infertility and is believed to play a role in preterm labor 
and complications in premature infants.

in-person  
visits or phone  
calls for more  
than 20  
conditions.  
eVisits, using  
physician- 
created,  
structured  
questionnaires,  
are integrated into UpmC’s extensive  
electronic medical records (emrs) to  
ensure continuity of patient care. 

the 13th annual most Wired survey  
and Benchmarking study included more  
than 1,300 hospitals and health systems 
across the country, and measured the use 
of technology in clinical quality and safety, 
business and administrative functions, and 
ambulatory and community services.

ForMer Children’s resident  
reCeives aWard  
Beverly nazarian, md, fAAp, recently was 
presented with the 2010 Calvin C. J. sia  
Community pediatrics medical home  
leadership & Advocacy award. dr. nazarian  
is a clinician-educator with particular interest  
in teaching the medical home concept to 
learners at all levels, as 
well as advocacy for 
children and youth with 
special health care needs. 
she practices pediatric  
primary care, and is a  
clinical associate professor at the University  
of massachusetts medical school. she  
chairs the Committee on disabilities for the 
massachusetts Chapter of the AAp, and  
also chaired the medical home Workgroup  
of the massachusetts Consortium for  
Children with special needs. she completed  
a pediatric residency at Children’s hospital  
in the mid-1990s.

Children’s again naMed to honor 
roll oF “best Children’s hosPitals”      
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC 
once again has been named to U.S. News & 
World Report’s honor roll of America’s “Best 
Children’s hospitals.” Children’s hospital is 

one of only 11 pediatric  
hospitals named to the 
honor roll, and was tied for 
8th place with three other 
hospitals — Children’s  
hospital los Angeles,  

new York-presbyterian morgan stanley-
Komansky Children’s hospital, and st. louis 
Children’s hospital-Washington University.

this year, the magazine ranked the  
top 50 pediatric hospitals in 10 pediatric  
specialties: cancer; cardiology and heart  
surgery; diabetes and endocrinology;  
gastroenterology; neonatology; nephrology; 
neurology and neurosurgery; orthopaedics; 
pulmonology; and urology. 

Children’s is ranked in all 10 specialties 
and is in the top 10 in three of the specialties: 
diabetes and endocrinology, 3rd; gastroenter-
ology, 6th; and pulmonology, 7th.

Toni Darville, MD, chief, 
Division of Infectious 
Disease, center, receives the 
Carol Ann Craumer Endowed 
Chair for Pediatric Research 
from, at left, Greg Barrett, 
president, Children’s Hospital 
of Pittsburgh Foundation; 
David Perlmutter, MD, chair, 
Department of Pediatrics 
and physician-in-chief; 
Howard “Hoddy” Hanna III, 
chair, Foundation Board of 
Trustees; and Chris Gessner, 
Children’s president.
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research: learning how to make better use  
of the drugs we have today in order to pro-
tect their usefulness, while simultaneously 
facilitating the development of new drugs.

Antimicrobial research has changed 
significantly since many current drugs were 
developed, according to Dennis M. Dixon, 

Ph.D., chief of NIAID’s Bacteriology and 
Mycology Branch. “Years ago, we were 
not as focused on antimicrobial resistance 
because there was generally another class 
of drug in the research and development 
pipeline. Today, the development of new 
antimicrobials is moving much more slowly 
than the evolution of resistance to existing 
treatments, so we need to preserve the  
drugs we have.”

Like the four large NIAID trials already 
in progress, the four new studies are 
designed to answer specific questions about 
how to improve treatment strategies. The 
investigators will conduct clinical trials of 
new regimens involving the use of already 
licensed, off-patent antimicrobial therapies 
to reduce the risk of antimicrobial resistance 
developing in the diseases of interest.  
The goal is to be more precise with what 
antimicrobial drugs a patient needs, at  
what dose, and for how long.

A
Children’s Study Shows Antibiotics Still Most Effective for  
Ear Infections in Babies 
A clinical trial of antibiotic treatment 
for acute otitis media (AOM), led 
by Alejandro Hoberman, MD, chief 
of the Division of General Academic 
Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh of UPMC, has questioned 
the “watchful waiting” approach  
in young children with AOM.  
Dr. Hoberman’s three-year double-
blind, placebo-controlled study 
showed that, among these children, 
treatment with antibiotics improved 
symptomatic response and reduced 
the proportion of children who  
continued to have an ear infection 
requiring further treatment. 

Dr. Hoberman’s study used strict  
diagnostic criteria — key among them that 
the children studied had confirmed ear 
infections and not just fluid in the middle 
ear. The 291 children were randomly 
assigned to receive amoxicillin-clavulanate 
or a placebo for 10 days. The study found 
that symptomatic response occurred earlier 
in children who received antibiotics.  
Mean symptom scores over the first seven  
days were lower at each time point in  
the amoxicillin-clavulanate group than  
in the placebo group. These differences  
were greater among children with the  
most severe symptoms at study entry.  
Even among children whose illnesses were  
considered mild, the effect of antibiotics 
was substantial. The study also found  
no changes in either group in rates of 
colonization of the back of the nose with 
bacteria resistant to antibiotics.

“What is really important to understand 
is that the key to the optimal management 
of AOM remains an accurate diagnosis,” 
says Dr. Hoberman. “More young  
children with a certain diagnosis of AOM  
recover more quickly when treated with  
an appropriate antibiotic. Provided the 
diagnosis of AOM is certain, we favor 
treatment with antibiotics for all children 
under age 2 with AOM.”

Dr. Hoberman’s landmark paper —  
coauthored by Jack Paradise, MD, and  
Ellen Wald, MD, among others —  
appeared in the Jan. 13, 2011, issue of  
the New England Journal of Medicine,  
alongside a similar study from Finland, 
which reached the same conclusions.

Next up for Dr. Hoberman is a six-year, 
$8.2 million National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) contracted study to address antibiotic 
resistance. Children’s is one of only four 
institutions to be awarded these recent  
contracts related to antimicrobial research 
from the NIH’s National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).

The Children’s clinical trial will aim  
to determine the efficacy of short-course  
antibiotic therapy and its impact on  
antimicrobial resistance in young children 
with AOM. “Children’s plans to enroll  
more than 600 children in the study to 
determine the efficacy of a short-duration 
antibiotic treatment strategy of five days, 
compared with standard duration of 10  
days, in treating ear infections, and what  
the impact is on antibiotic resistance,”  
Dr. Hoberman says.

These new trials are part of a two-
pronged NIAID approach to antimicrobial 



givetoChildrens.org  |  chp.edu/alumni8    Bridges | Autumn 2011

Pittsburgh eConoMy ranked  
8th strongest 
the Brookings institution, a nonprofit public 
policy think tank based in Washington, dC, 
recently ranked the pittsburgh region as  
the 8th strongest performing economy of  
the top 100 U.s. metro areas during the 
recession.  the pittsburgh region suffered 
only a 3.4 percent loss of employment, which, 
although significant, pales in comparison  
to other cities which experienced much larger 
declines. pittsburgh’s economic stability  
was attributed to the strength of the higher 
education and health care market segments, 
and relatively less dependence on large  
industry than other cities.

uPMC naMed “best eMPloyer”  
third year in a roW 
UpmC was once again part of an elite group 
of large employers recognized by the national 
Business Group on health (nBGh) with a 
“2011 Best employers for healthy lifestyles” 
award. the award recognizes member  
companies that demonstrate creative,  
comprehensive, and effective solutions that 
improve employee health, productivity,  
and well-being.

for the third consecutive year, UpmC 
received the highest possible status,  
“platinum,” a designation 
reserved for organizations 
that have established  
workplace well-being 
programs with measurable 
success and documented  
outcomes. the nBGh  
recognized 48 U.s. employers, of which only 
20 received platinum status. 

We hAVe An APP For thAt  
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC recently released a free app 
for Apple and Android products called ChildrensPgh, a kind of first-aid 
kit that fits in your phone. The app, which is available for download at 
the Apple App Store or the Android Market, helps parents figure out 
how to best care for their kids’ health through 91 symptom-care guides, 

which are searchable through an alphabetical index, body-part index, and keyword 
search. The app includes:

 a pediatric symptom checker 
 pediatric dosage tables for common OTC medications
 first aid illustrations
 ability to request an appointment online 
 links to Children’s Express Care Centers (including  

directions and contact information) 
 quick ways to call the hospital 

The app is currently customized for Apple iPhone, iPod 
Touch, iPad, and Android products. For more information, 
visit http://www.chp.edu/CHP/app.

Pittsburgh CoaChes  reCeive aWards 
University of pittsburgh men’s Basketball head  
Coach Jamie dixon has been named Sporting 
News’ 2010–11 national Coach of the Year, one  

of college basketball’s highest honors. the 2010–11 season marks 
the third consecutive season — and fourth time — that dixon has 
garnered a national Coach of the Year award. dixon guided his 
2010–11 pitt team to a Big east regular season championship with 
 a school-best 15-3 league record, a 28-6 overall record, and the 
program’s second no. 1 seed in the nCAA Championship. dixon 
also set the nCAA division i record for most wins after eight  
seasons as a head men’s basketball coach.

pittsburgh penguins head Coach dan Bylsma became the first 
head coach in franchise history to win the Jack Adams Award as 
the national hockey league’s “most outstanding coach.” Bylsma 
was named on 54  of 70 ballots, including 29 first-place votes, for 
196 points, edging out Alain Vigneault of the Vancouver Canucks, 
who garnered 19 first-place votes and 169 points.

Bylsma, who directed the penguins to a stanley Cup champion-
ship in 2009, led the team to one of the most successful regular 
seasons in penguins’ history with a 49-25-8 overall record, 106 
points and home-ice advantage in the opening round of the 2011 
stanley Cup playoffs. the pens’ 49 wins and 106 points were both 
the second-best marks in team history. pittsburgh’s outstanding 
regular season was even more impressive in light of the team’s  
350 man-games lost due to injury — including a combined  
119 from the team’s top-three offensive threats in sidney Crosby 
(41 games missed), evgeni malkin (39), and Jordan staal (39). 
Bylsma’s best work came during the final 35 games of the  
season when the team played without both Crosby and malkin. 
during that stretch the team posted an impressive 20-11-4  
(.629 pct.) record. 
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2011 Spring Summit 

More than 300 people attended the reception and dinner at Phipps  
Conservatory and Botanical Gardens for alumni, Children’s medical staff,  
and Three Rivers Pediatric Update participants on May 19. 

   the next day, thomas e. starzl, Md, Phd, addressed the participants to reflect  
on 30 years of pediatric transplant. As a special surprise, dr. starzl was named as the  
first inductee into the Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC hall of fame. 

Alumni arrived from across the country to reconnect and join current faculty and  
community-based physicians for lectures on other topics by a group of renowned  
speakers, including: 
 lessons learned from aviation and space applied to modern health care —  

Margaret rhea seddon, Md, retired nAsA astronaut 
 revisiting residency work hours — ellen Wald, Md, Children’s hospital alumna and chair, 

department of pediatrics, University of Wisconsin school of medicine and public health 
 managing sports-related pediatric concussions — Mark r. lovell, Phd, UpmC sports  

medicine Concussion program 
 the mechanical heart — Peter Wearden, Md, Phd, division of pediatric Cardiothoracic  

surgery, Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC  
 the future of imaging — ashok Panigrahy, Md, chief, department of pediatric radiology, 

Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC 

dr. ellis reCeives  
MerMelstein aWard 
demetrius ellis, md, a long-time nephrologist 
at Children’s, was the recipient of the howard 
A. mermelstein,  
md, Award  
for excellence  
in pediatrics  
on Alumni day.  
the award is a  
peer-nominated  
honor recogniz- 
ing outstanding  
pediatricians  
who have a  
history of  
connection to pittsburgh, a commitment  
to teaching, integrity as recognized by peers, 
and are loved by patients. the award is 
endowed by a fund created by the family of 
the late howard A. mermelstein, a beloved 
local pediatrician whose relationship with 
Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC  
spanned more than 40 years.

toP nursing oFFiCer reCeives  
Wiener aWard
dianne hupp, Children’s vice president and 
chief nursing officer, was the 2011 recipient 
of the eugene s.  
Wiener, md,  
Award for  
outstanding  
Contributions  
to pediatric  
health Care.  
the award,  
given in  
remembrance  
of the late  
dr. Wiener,  
was made possible through the generous 
outpouring of gifts from patient families,  
staff, and colleagues across the country, as 
well as dr. Wiener’s sons, Jeff and Justin  
Wiener. it is given to healthcare professionals 
who exhibit the highest standards of excel-
lence and whose passion for children and  
personal motivation inspire improved  
pediatric care among his or her peers. 

Demetrius Ellis, MD,  
receiving the Howard A.  
Mermelstein, MD, Award  
from Paul Dubner, MD.

Dianne Hupp, RN, MSN,  
receives the wiener award  
from Chief Medical officer 
Steven Docimo, MD

1 2

3 4

1 Thomas E. Starzl, MD, reminisces about 30 years of pediatric transplant at Children’s.

2 Retired NASA astronaut Dr. Margaret Seddon, left, and Dr. Ellen wald.

3 George Mazariegos, MD, director of Pediatric Transplatation, welcomes the attendees to the  
 2011 Spring Summit.

4 Lee Beerman, MD, center, director of Electrophysiology Services and president of the Physician Alumni  
 Association, attends a lecture during the summit.
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catchinguP: EDwARD M. BARKSDALE JR., MD, FACS, FAAP 
 

Q What is your Current title and hosPital? 
a surgeon-in-Chief
 robert J. izant Jr., md, professor
 Chief, division of pediatric surgery
 University hospitals rainbow Babies & Children's hosptials
 Vice Chairman, department of surgery
 University hospitals and Case Western reserve school of medicine
 Cleveland, ohio

Q What years did you serve at Children’s and  
 What Positions did you hold?
a  13 years at Children’s hospital of pittsburgh (1994–2007)
  director of the nutrition support service (1994–2007)
  Co-director of the intestinal Care Center (1994–2006)
  Co-director of the fetal diagnosis and treatment Center   
  (1994–2006)
  interim Chief of pediatric surgery (2005)

Q What have you been uP to sinCe you Were  
 at Children’s?
a  Building a division of pediatric surgery founded upon core  

values gleaned from my time in pittsburgh: pursuit of clinical 
excellence and service; commitment to undergraduate,  
graduate, and post-graduate medical education and innovation;  
and dedicated community service.

  developing and promoting with my colleagues in pediatric  
surgery a novel post-graduate virtual education center based  
at Case medical Center, featuring live interactive web-based  
lectures (20 minutes in duration) on timely topics in pediatric 
surgery and surgical subspecialties presented quarterly in a  
day-long format. more than 3,000 international participants  
from nearly 40 countries, in addition to surgeons at many  
major American academic medical centers, have participated  

in these programs since their  
inception in late 2008.

  Collaborating with the mayor, chief of 
police, U.s. district Attorney’s office 
and community leaders in Cleveland 
to develop a concerted and effective 
program to stem the growing tide of 
youth violence that not only grips  
our major cities but is taking root in  
suburban and rural communities. 
operation focus, as this endeavor 
is called, is an anti-violence initiative for gang-involved youth and 
young adults focused on frequent offenders responsible for much 
of Cleveland’s gun violence.

  enhancing my leadership skill set to be a better “boundary- 
spanning” leader not only within the hospital and medical school 
but also within the greater community to help improve health  
and health care for all children in northeast ohio.

Q What aCCoMPlishMents are you Proudest oF  
 Personally and/or ProFessionally?
a my greatest accomplishment is my family  (wife michele,  

sons tres, 18, drew, 16, and Gil, 14, and daughter morgan, 12),  
who, despite their intense fondness for pittsburgh, Children's  
hospital, and their many friends and associates across the  
region, have successfully transitioned and excelled socially,  
athletically, and academically in our new home in suburban  
Cleveland. (“terrible towels” still adorn our house and we still  
bleed “black and gold!”)  professionally, i am most proud of the 
young group of surgeons, residents, and medical students who  
i strive daily to effectively lead and mentor.
 my very best to all my friends and former colleagues  

 at Children’s. 

elizabeth miller, md, Phd, recognized nationally and internationally as a leading clinical  
investigator and innovator in the area of adolescent health, has been named chief, division of  
Adolescent medicine, in the department of pediatrics of the University of pittsburgh school of  
medicine and Children’s hospital of pittsburgh of UpmC. 

dr. miller ran a school-based health center and community-based adolescent clinic for six  
years, during which time she became interested in adolescent partner violence. in 2006, she  
became an assistant professor of pediatrics at the University of California, davis; while in that  
position, she established a highly successful research program focused on interventions to  
reduce partner violence.

her work has been funded by the CdC and nih, including competing successfully for a major  
r01 to carry out more extensive testing of a community-based family planning clinic intervention  
to reduce adolescent partner violence. A feburary 2011 article in The New York Times cited her  
study on the relationship between intimate partner violence toward young women and pressure for 
unintended pregnancy. (miller e, decker mr, mcvCauley hl, tancredi dJ, levenson rr, Waldman J, 
schoenwald p, silverman JG. Contraception. 2010 Apr;81(4):316-22. epub 2010 Jan 27.)

Recognized Expert on Adolescent Health Appointed to Head Division
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colleagues[in the]news
In Memoriam
lisa veCChione, dMd, Mds  

The Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC family was saddened to learn that 
one of its own, Lisa Vecchione, DMD, MDS, was tragically killed in a car accident  
on Aug. 7, 2011, on her way home to Pittsburgh from a visit to her native Ohio.  
Her beloved Saint Bernard, Diesel, also was killed in the accident.

Dr. Vecchione was the director of orthodontic services at Children’s Hospital’s 
Cleft-Craniofacial Center. She began her work at Children’s in 2004, following a 
fellowship in cleft-craniofacial orthodontics at the Institute of Reconstructive Plastic 
Surgery at New York University. She had received both a master of dental science 
degree (orthodontics) and a doctor of medical dentistry degree from the Pitt School 
of Dental Medicine. She also had received bachelor’s degrees in chemistry from the 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford and in medical illustration from Rochester  
Institute of Technology, and was  active as a medical illustrator for the Department  
of Plastic Surgery.

At Children’s, she had  
dedicated her career to the 
care of children with cleft  
and craniofacial anomalies.  
She had been instrumental  
in the development of the  
current hospital-based  
orthodontic program that 
includes nasoalveolar molding, 
presurgical orthodontics, ear 
molding, and surgical treat-
ment planning for children 
with dento-facial deformities. 

“Lisa meant a great deal to us personally and professionally, and her loss cannot 
be fully appreciated, both in the service she provided to our patients, and the void 
her passing has left in our ‘family,’” says Joseph Losee, MD, chief of Pediatric Plastic 
Surgery at Children’s. 

A private funeral service was held by her family in Ohio in August. A memorial 
service, open to her friends and the Children's family, was held in Pittsburgh at the 
Heinz Memorial Chapel on Oct. 2. 

Dr. Losee and colleagues from the Cleft-Craniofacial Center are working  
with the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation to establish the Lisa  
Vecchione Memorial Lectureship in her honor. This lectureship will celebrate  
Dr. Vecchione’s gifts and commitment to the care of children, as a way to  
remember her and her work at Children’s. 

Donations toward the establishment of this lectureship can be made online at 
https://www.givetochildrens.org/lisavecchione.

bernard l. MiChaels, Md

Bernard L. Michaels, MD, the first  
clinical rather than academic physician 
elected to serve as president of the  
medical staff at Children’s, died of a heart 
attack while visiting family in Michigan  
on July 22, 2011. Dr. Michaels was 93.

A practicing pediatrician until he  
had reached his 80s, Dr. Michaels  
completed his residency at Children’s in 
1948 after serving in the Pacific during  
World War II. A 1942 graduate of the 
University of Pittsburgh School of  
Medicine, Dr. Michaels was a long-time 
member of the practice Michaels,  
Mermelstein, and Paul, which later  
became Pediatric and Adolescent  
Medicine. He was well respected as  
an excellent diagnostician and clinician, 
and as a gentleman, who was kind,  
professional, and dedicated. 

Known for his leadership, Dr. Michaels  
provided integration of community  
pediatricians and the hospital’s full-time 
academic faculty in his role as medical  
staff president. He was beloved by his 
patients, respected by his peers, and 
dedicated to the compassionate care of 
children in Pittsburgh. He is survived 
by his wife, Pauline; son, Robert, also a 
pediatrician; daughters, Susan and Jane; 
one brother; five grandchildren; and 
five great-grandchildren. Contributions 
may be made to the Bernard and Pauline 
Michaels Medical Student Scholarship 
Fund, in care of United Jewish Federation 
of Greater Pittsburgh, 234 McKee Place, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213.

lisa vecchione Memorial lectureship 
https://www.givetochildrens.org/lisavecchione
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the nation’s  
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Hospitals” by  
U.S. News & World Report

different form — as part of the history  
wall on floor 3 of Children’s Hospital in  
Lawrenceville. In addition, he has 16  
movies shot on 16 mm film on file with the 
American College of Surgeons, covering 
such milestones as the hospital’s first con-
joined twins separation and an early kidney 
transplant by Thomas Starzl, MD, PhD.

Even more of Mr. Rabinovitz’s personal 
photographs and photographic artwork, 
amassed over 50 years, will eventually  
be available for viewing at the Hillman 
Library at the University of Pittsburgh,  
to which he has donated a large portion  
of his personal collection. 

Physician Alumni Association 

of prints. Mr. Rabinovitz is credited for  
recognizing the value of — and taking  
the risk to salvage — the work of another 
photographer, Esther Bubley, who is  
known as one of the great documentary 
photographers of the mid-20th century.

Ms. Bubley had been hired by the  
Pittsburgh Photographic Library in 1951  
to live at the hospital and take photos of 
doctors and nurses at work over a period  
of several weeks. The collection of  
photographs shows Children’s medical  
staff hard at work caring for children and 
captures the dedication and close personal 
relationships that were forged in the early 
days of pediatric medicine in Pittsburgh.

Originally intended to be published 
in Life magazine, Ms. Bubley’s stunning 

Recreating History  
continued from page 1

View a slideshow of esther Bubley’s 
images, as well as “that’s pediatrics,”  
at Children’s online history archive:  
www.chp.edu/history. 

photographs were never printed because 
they were pulled at the last minute to make 
room for photos of Queen Elizabeth II’s 
coronation following the sudden death of 
King George VI. They were organized in 
two large notebooks that were among the 
materials scheduled to be destroyed, when 
Mr. Rabinovitz made his timely rescue.

The photos did see the light of day, 
however, because of Mr. Rabinovitz’s  
foresight in bringing them to the attention 
of documentary filmmaker Ken Love and 
his wife, pediatrician Barbara McNulty, 
MD. The collection served as the inspira-
tion for their film, “That’s Pediatrics,” 
which features the photos and interviews 
with a number of older doctors who were 
pediatric residents in 1951. The film won  
a 2008 CINE Golden Eagle Award.

A number of Mr. Rabinovitz’s photos 
from Children’s can be seen in a slightly 

treasurer
TBD— 

Election 
to be held 

soon!


